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On April 20 in Miami, the family of Benjamin Linder filed a suit against four contra leaders in
Federal District Court seeking $49 million in compensatory and punitive damages. Adolfo Calero,
Aristides Sanchez, Indalecio Rodriguez, and contra military commander Enrique Bermudez, were
named in the lawsuit as defendants, as were three Miami-based contra organizations. Linder, 27,
was killed on April 28, 1987. His family said that Linder "was deliberately tortured and murdered
by armed agents or employees of defendants." The suit charges that contra leaders ordered the
ambush. The basis for the lawsuit, according to Dr. David Linder, the father of Benjamin Linder,
was a report of the killing prepared by the Center for Constitutional Rights, a New York civil rights
group. The lawsuit states that Linder had been working for about three years on a hydroelectric
project in the San Jose de Bocay area (northern Nicaragua). On the day of the killing, the suit says,
Linder, "wearing civilian clothing and boots and carrying a rifle," walked to a site of a small dam
where he was supervising construction. He was accompanied by two unarmed civilians and four
militiamen. As they were about to begin working, 12 contras ambushed them. According to the suit,
"Linder was immobilized by wounds to his legs and a bullet in his left arm...These wounds would
not have caused death. Linder, in a supine and defenseless position, was then executed by one of
the contras who shot him in the temple from a range of two feet." Next, before Linder was killed, the
suit charges, a sharp instrument was used to repeatedly wound him in the face. Two other men were
killed in the attack, it said. At a news conference, Dr. Linder said the State Department had tried
to discredit the autopsy by the Nicaraguan government doctor, Dr. Francisco Balladares, who said
Benjamin Linder was shot dead from a distance of less than two feet. The contras have previously
acknowledged Linder's death, but said only that he was armed and died in an exchange of gunfire
between contras and Sandinista troops. (Basic data from New York Times, 04/21/88)
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